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America’s Gateway to World Market

As one of the most successful commercial shipping ports in the world, the Port of Virginia
today links Virginia to more than 250 ports in more than 100 overseas locations. Served by
the deepest shipping channels on the East Coast, presently 50-feet deep with federal
authorization to dredge to 55 feet, the Port of Virginia allows passage of the largest ships.

The port’s four deep-water marine terminals are located in the Norfolk Harbor, which is only
18 nautical miles from the Atlantic Ocean. There are also inland terminals: one is located
along 1-95 in Richmond, the state capital, and the other in Front Royal, which is in
northwestern Virginia at the intersection of interstates 81 and 66. Today, more than 40
steamship lines offer service through Virginia. Virginia has a community of 240 warehouse
and distribution centers (+/- 60 million square feet) that use the Port. Thirty -million square
feet of warehouse and distribution space is located within 30 miles of the marine terminals.
The Port of Virginia ’s rail partner, the Norfolk Southern Corp. serves the Heartland Corridor,
which clears a direct route for double - stack trains to Ohio and saves rail users one-and-a-
half days of travel time.

Future Plan

The VPA has plans to develop Craney Island into the fourth state-owned, deepwater marine
terminal. The terminal would be 600 acres and built in three phases with completion in
2032. Estimated cost with inflation factored in is $2.4 billion. At buildout, Craney Island will
have an annual throughput of 2.5 million Teus.
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